Vít Jančák: Human Capital in agricultural marginal regions in Czechia
The change of political system in Czechia in the beginning of the 1990s presented itself with particular processes that can be called overall the transformation of agriculture. The processes of transition of Czech agriculture are part of structural changes of economy and society and they represent some extent part of internationalising and globalisation tendencies taking place in Europe and in the world. The impacts of transformation of the Czech economy and society were very important for the agricultural sector. From the viewpoint of impacts of the transformation on landscape and on intensity, ways and regional differentiation of landscape use, these are the key processes of present landscape changes. Since 1990 those were predominantly the change of the ownership of land and means of production. The process of giving land back to its initial owners – the process of restitution – began. Only few „new“ owners started to farm the returned land; during the preceding forty years the relation to land was severed and most farmers lacked experience and courage to start business in this branch where the rate of return on investment is very long. One of the important factors influencing the regional differentiation of these processes is the quality of human and social capital as a key component of local and regional development and economic and social „maturity“ of rural areas in Czechia.
